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LORD. "DIC BYES 
Speech 'in the Houſe of 


Commons, to the Bill of 
| _ Attainder of the Earle of 


Shaferkchs 21, Aprill. . 
16 ad I, | - 
Mater $ wales | $1148 


WE are now upsn the point of gining ( RY 
much as in vs lies ) the final} Sentence 


- unto death or life, on a great Minifter of Stats 
and Peere of this Kingdome, Thomas Earle of 
Strafford 54 nameof hatred in the preſent age by 


his Pra&tices, and fit to be madea terror to fu- 
tare ages by his puniſhment.  - 

T have had the honour tobe impl ed by the 
Houſe in this great bufinefſe;fr6 the firſt houres 


thar it was taker into confideration : it was a 


matter of great truſt,(and Iill ſay with confi- 
dence)that J have forved the Houſe in it with in- 
duftry, word bro ro my ability , but -with moſt 


exa@t faithfulnefle and ſecrecy. © 


And as T have hitherto diſcharged my duty to 


this Houſe and to my Country,ih the progreſſe 
of hls great x Jeruft 7 fall doenow | 


in 
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5M  inthelaſtperied of it, to God 
ſcience. ; 1:24 


I doe wiſh the peace of that unto my ſelfe, and 


this mamyſhall be conſonant with my heart,and the 

}  beft of my underſtanding in all integrity- 

6 1 knom well Maſter Speaker,that, by ſome things I 
| have ſaid of late, wh1le(t this Bill wis 4n agitation, 
7 have raiſed ſone prejudices upon me 11 the cauſe. 

' - © © Yea ſome (*TIthanke them for the plaine dea- 
ling) have bin ſo free as to rell me, that I ſuffered 
much by the backwardnefle have ſhewne inthis 
Bill of Attarnger.of the Earle of Straffordagainft 
whom I had bin formerly ſo keene, fo-aCtive. - 

WP _ Mr.Speaker;I beg of you and the-reftbur a ſu- 

E- penſion of judgement concerning me,till I have 0- 

pened my heart unto you freely-and clearly inthis 

buſinefle, 34 42k i Dent >! 
Truely Sir, I am ſtill the ſame in my opinions 

andafetions,as.unto.the Earle ofStrafford,] con- 

fdently beleeve him the, moſt dangerous Miniſter, 


be-charaerd.. : .: :- | _ 
_ I beleeve his praRtiſes in themſelves as-bigh, as 


the malignity of them hugely aggravate4by thoſe 
rare abilities of his, whereof God hath given him 


belceve him ill that grand Apofiate to-the Com- 


monealth, 
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the bleſſings of Almighty God ro me and my -po-. 
Kerity, according as my-judgement on the life of - 


the.mo{t inſupportable to free-Subje&3-that can | 
tyrannicall, - ag any :Subje& ever ventured on, and 


the uſe,but the Devill the applicartion.1z a worel 
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this-worl till he © .C 


A P as A 4+ ,PALL one 7 X2/ 
yer.lex me tell youMr.Speaker,my hand muſt not 
$0 chat lipateh, {proteſt a31my Conſcience ſtands 


* 


0 ; 


. Let mee wfold unto jou the Myſtery, Maſter 
Speaker. RD Ne IMIVY ; jt Wu 
I will not divell much upon juſtifying unto you 
my ſeeming variance at'this time from what Jwas 
formerly , by putting you in mind of the'diffe- 
rence betweene Profecutors and Judges. 
How misbecomming that fervor would be in a 
Tudge, which perhaps was. commendable in a Pro- 


3 _— 


ſecutor, Judges we are-uow.atd muſt put on ano- 


ther Perinat. nn foo "2p 

Iss honeſt and Noble,toþe earneſt in order to 
the diſcovery of Truth, but when that hath becne 
brought as farre. as it can to-light, our judgemerit | 
thereupon ouzht tobe calme and cautious. 

In proſecution upon. probable grounds, we are 
accountable onely [ our induſtry or..remuſneffe, 
bur-in judgement,ve are deeply reſponſableroaGod 
Almighty,for its re&itude or obliquity.' In caſes 
of life, the /udge is Gods Steward af the parties 
bloud: , and _muft' givea ftrid accqunt for every 

But as I told you 'Mafter Speaker,! will not in- 
ſift long.upen this groun1. of difference in mee 
now, from-what-I was formerly: -_ 

Ns hs _ The 


ord of Strafford) brought downe,dur opinion, - 
that it was fed he ſhould b 


upon the ſame. ground 7 was ingaged with ear- 


neſineſſe in his proſecution, and had the ſame 


ground remained in that force of belicfe with 
me, whichtill very: Jately it did, I ſhould not. 
have beene tender 1n his cohdetnnation; « But tru- 
ly Sir, rodeale paint with you, that ground of 
our accuſation, that par urre to our proſecution, 
and that which ſhould be the bafis ofmy judge- 
ments, of theEarle of S trafford,as 1 unto Treaſon, 
is to my underſtanding quite vaniſht away. . 
* This it was, por Ki Speaker, | 

His adviſing the King A. employ the Army 
of Treland,to reduce E npland. 
© This I wasaflured would be proved; before I 
. gave my conſent to his accuſation. 7 was confir- 


and. fortified in it moſt of all \{ince Sir Henry 
F aines preparatory examinations,” by the afſu- 
, rances which that worthy member Me. Pym 

gave me, that his Teſtimony would be made 
convincing by fome notes of what paſſed at the 


_ Janto coOeRTneNe with it, which ever under- 


_ fanding to be of ſome other Counſellour, you 


ice now prove buta Copie of the ſame Secreta- 


_ ries notes, Uiſcoyer dand produc't in the manner 
you 


og 


pon' 1 pp apap of th Megs x nog ae 
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accuſed apr reafon, © 


med in the ſame belicfe, curing the proſecution, 
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reſults,” ne concluſions-of ;Coulifuls, wh ich are the 

unchy things that Sderotaries oeldregifier, there © 

being uo aſtatt's/kf tbe other bus 7 caſe and to | 

brin men 111 weight WHw/ighr, MONtEIERS Of 23) 3 

at Sir, this is.n0t; that -which Ee y 

: the evidencewith me,.concerning the, Army, of 
ireland ;\noryet thatall the relk of the Frazry 

upon their oathesre nnetmber n of its! F{olg 

- But this Sir, which! 7 ſhall tell you, is thac 

which workes with me under favour, to an utter 

- overthrow of his evidence, as unto that of the 

Hm of Ireland : Before, whilÞ 1 was aproſe-- 

| id aber ty+ of Searecy, 1 ioht not: Weſco- 

ra POM weakeneſſeaf /the. cauſe lwhich: 20D" 4$:4 

Jooge Don: Maſter CEN 4s examined 
thrice n Oxth;#the pre torpC 

The As fe Wavcuaſito nero all the 7a- 

perr0gatories, and to that 'part of the ſeventh 
wa concernes the Army of Ireland, hee ſaid 
Paliehvcly 3 ntheſe words, -I <2 710k charge him 
rr for "the ref he zefrres time. or Vee 

5 Tr onpl e Shih Shs ant, 

"So SOME. 5.64 after, be was examined a frebind 
time, and: Bk dex W theſe words' concertiing 
| Kings be BY þ ved Wow rules of an 

me WeFys Sort ve ery, Cteafel "Pat berg 
Jo t part, co £0 cerning 5 he tick” Army, "ain 
#ar ſay nothing i to Se” , | 
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rt; \m "LIrd of Northumber- 


emcfers an thing coricer thoſewor $ of 
reduting England by the «iſh | Giewiy,, it was 
thought fit to examine theSe Once more, 


andthen he depolcs theſe woeds;1 wg have beence 


faidby the Earle of - Straffordto his Majeſty: 
you bave an Army 1: Jreland,whech you: may im- 
ploy bere to reduce,” (or Ss werd ws othat "Oe ) 


mM $ pn ppetnes % O58 7 


uS . Lo \ 


| Mr po Iva PI ate the POST x 
which 1 confeſſes onich. my: Conſcience, thruſt 


quite out of doores: that (OG Anke of wh 
charges: Concerning; . his eſperate vICe tot 
Kings of Fenploſiagh the cite Ms here- - 


| | 


gg not this I beſedch you, be ahetegt ina. 
ip perſion upon Maſter Secretary, asif he ſhould 
have ſworne - otherwiſe then hee knew or þelee- 
ved, he is too. worthy to doethatzonely let "thus 
-much be; infer” from it, "that hee who. twice 
-upon oath with time of recolle&ion, could not 
remember af thing of ſach a buſineſſe, , might 
well; a third time miſremember { ſomewhat : ; 
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andi this buſineſſethe diffetence of one Letter; | 


kere for there,or that for this, quite altersthe caſe, 


the latter alſo being the more probable, ſince is 


confeft'of all hands, that the debate then wis:con- 


_ -Cerning a war with S:0:la-dand you may remem- 
ber thar at the Bar he once ſaid toemiploy there. 


Andthus Mr. Speater, I have faithfully givenyou 
anaccount what 1s this 'that hath blunted the edge 
of the Hatchet or Bill with me towards my Lord 
of Strafford. pfy'F: "Tut 2 Ef 

This was that whereupon I accuſed him. with a 
free heart, /proſeeuted him with earneſtneſſe, and 


-had it to my underfianding beene proved, . ſhould 


have condemned him with innocence.  Vhereas 


now I canhor fatiſhe my conſcience; to doe it. 

- T profeſle } can have no notion ef any bodies in- 

tent to ſubvert theLavves treaſonably,but byforcez 
and thisdeficn of force not appearingall his other 


wicked pradtiſcs canaot amount ſo high with me. 
I can find a more cafie and more naturall ſpring, 


from whence'to derive all his other Crimes, then 

from an intent to bring in Tyranny, and to make 
| his owne poſterity as well as us,Slaves,2s from re- 
 venge,from Pridc,trom Avarice,from Paſſion;and 


inſolence of Nature. —_ © 
- Buthad this of the 7r:ſþ Army beene provedsit 


would have diffuſed a complexion of Treafon,over 


all,it would have bcene a: With indeedzto bind all 
thoſe other ſcattered and lefler branches,as it were 


into a Faggot of Treaſon, + . 
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 Fdoe not fay bur rhe refd may repreſerit him a 


many a Traytor, I doe nort- fay , bur they. may 
juſtly dire& us ro Eza# that they ſhall be Treaſon 
for the fureme; oo © o14 E 
But God keepe me from giving jndgement of 
death on any Mar , and of rume to-his mnocent- 
Poſterity,upon'a Law made,a poſtez20v-. 
. Let the marke be fet onthe doore where the 
Plague ts, and then let him that will eater dye. 
_ 'Eknow Mr. Seater,” there is inP arliament a 
donble power of life and death by Brli,z judiciall 
power: and a Eegiflative: the meaſure of the one, 
_ 1s what's Legally(juft ; of the other, what is pru- 
dentially and potaickly fir: for: the' g90d and-pre- 
{crvation of the'whole. But thofe two,under favor, 
are not tobe confounded in Judgement. Ve mult - 
not peece up- wanr, of Legality with matter; of. 
conveniences nor the defattarce of pmdeatiall fit- 
neffe;with a pretence of legall uſtice. 

To condemne my Lord of Straford judicially 
as for 'Treaſon, my conſcience is; n6t aflured. that 
the'matter will beare ut. be Fox's 

And todoe ir by the Legiflative power,ray rca- 
fon confultively cangot agree tovhat,;ſice . 7 42 
perfwaded, nexther the Lords nor the King will paſſe 
the Bail, and conſequently that our paſſing #t will tee 
4 cauſe of great 'droifions' and: cmbuſtions 14 the 


 Andtherefore my humble adviſe is,thar laying 
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_-  afidethis Billof:4traraderywee may'thinke of a- 
R nother, faving enely life, ſuck as may ſecure-the 
E State from my Lord of $:-sfford, without endan- 
AS. gering it, as-much bydivifionconcerning, his-pu- 
_ _ - __ Niſhment;a$heharhendangerece by his practices. 
- - If this may not be hearkned unto, tet me. Cort- | 
clade in fayingthat nato-youall , which 4 have 
a throvghly inculcated to mine owne” conſcience 
apon this occafion. Let wer men lay big hand upon 
| Ho hi heart, a4 ſadly confider what we are 001up to: dee- 
| with'a bredth, either jaſftrrevr murther 4 jaffice on 
+ the oze ſrae:, on murtber herghtned and aggravated. 
| to-1ts ſupremeſt extent.For as the (afuiſty fay,. that 
px hewho lyeswith bye fiſter conumits.mceſb,lbar he 
that: marries His fi ſter fins Higher: , bye applying 
Gods Orditiance' to his'crimes $o:dowdtleſſe be that 
commits murther wath he fipord of Juſt :ce,herghtens 


A 


that crime te the wtabofkyd 

The danger being ſo- great ,” and the caſe ſo 
doubtfulLthat I ſee the beſt Lawyers ind7ametrall ol 
oppoſition concerning it 3. Let every.man wipe his - 
heart,as he does his eyes,vhen he would judge of a 2 
nice and ſubtile object. The gje, of it be pretinFed 
with any colors Uitiated 1ntts aif cerntng.Let us 
take heed of a 510d ſhotten ey2 of Tudgement, - 

Let every man purges hearticleare of all paſ- 
' fions,( 1 know this great and wiſe body politicke © 
| | - ._ - Can havenone, but 7 ſpeake to inviduals from the _» 
weaknefle which 7 find in my ſelfe.) Away with 
> - — all perſonall animoſittes,: away with all flatteries- 
Ce ohia Oo Wl A. cet: to 
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cauſe he is odious toithem 3 away with all l-eces - | 


- leſt bythe ſparing his bloud they may be incenft; 
away with allfuch conſiderations, as that it-is not 
fit tor a Partliament,that one accuſed by tt of Ts rear 
ſon:ſbould eſcape midh! Bifes: <A Jos ors 
Let not former Vehemence of any apainſt him, mor 
feare from thence, that he canmot be ſafe mhile that 
man lives,be an ingredient 17t the ſhorevee of ago 
of 48, 


Of alltheſe corruptive of judgment, Mr.Speaker, 


5. 


J doe before God diſcharge my ſelfe to the utter-+ . 


moſt'of my power. - - 
And: doe with a cleare Conſcience waſh my 
hands'of this mans blood; by this ſolemne 
_proteſtation,that my Vote'goes'net - 
\ tothe taking of the Earlc of 
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